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A experiéncia de explorar a cidade no feriado de Sdo Jorge, o Sant Jordi - e jantando com o escritor Paulo Coelho

The experience of exploring the city on the feast day of Saint George, or Sant Jordi - and dining with author Paulo Coelho

por/ by Karine Martins*

Sou leitora do Paulo Coelho desde adolescente. Sei que seus livros
dividem opinides no Brasil, mas para mim ele é absoluto, sobre
tudo depois que o conheci pessoalmente, no tltimo més de abril,
em Barcelona. Vou contar como foi. Para comemorar a marca de
3 milhoes de seguidores no Twitter ele langou um desafio: quem
escrevesse os melhores textos sobre um capitulo do seu livro mais
recente, O Aleph, participaria de um sorteio randémico para ga-
nhar um jantar com o autor. Dez leitores de virios paises foram
selecionados. E, no Brasil, a sortuda fui eu.

Meu marido topou me acompanhar, minha mae se prontificou a cui
dar do bebé por aqueles sete dias e la fomos nds, voando de TAM para
Madri - e de 14 para Barcelona. Descobrir a cidade foi uma delicia. A
arquitetura ¢ divina, as paellas sao maravilhosas e as pessoas, apaixo-
nadas por futebol - a cidade estava agitada, em pleno dia de clissico
do Barga contra o Real Madrid. Visitamos o Bairro Gético, a colina de
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1 have been reading Paulo Coelho’s books since | was a teenager. | know
that, in Brazil, people have mixed opinions about him, but for me he's
an undisputed great, especially after 1 met him in person last April in
Barcelona. Let me tell you how it happened. To celebrate reaching the
three millionth follower of his Twitter account, he presented a challenge:
those who wrote the best texts about a chapter of his book Aleph would
participate in a random drawing to win a dinner with him. Ten readers
from many countries were selected. And I was the lucky one from Brazil.

My husband agreed to go with me, my mother volunteered to take
care of the baby for those seven days and off we went, flying with
TAM Airlines to Madrid - and from there to Barcelona. Discovering
the city was a delight. The architecture is divine, the paellas are
wonderful and the people are crazy about soccer - the city was
buzzing, as it was the day of a game between Barcelona and Real
Madrid. We visited the Gothic Quarter, the Montjuic Hill, Placa
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Montjuic, a Praca Espanha, a Cidade Velha e a igreja Sagrada Familia.
Comprinhas? Na El Corte Inglés eu achei de tudo. Mas nada foi mais
surpreendente do que passear em La Rambla no dia 23 de abril.

Estavamos na festa de celebracao do dia de Sant Jordi, 0 nosso Sao
Jorge, que é padroeiro da Catalunha e dos escritores. Gente de to-
das as idades e origens enche as ruas, especialmente a mais famosa
delas, La Rambla, entre montes de vendedores de livros e de rosas.
De acordo com a tradicao catala, nesse dia ~ hoje considerado o Dia
Internacional do Livro — o homem presenteia sua amada com uma
rosa vermelha e recebe dela um livro. Foi emocionante ver a cidade
respirando cultura, repassando o valor da leitura as novas geragoes.

Emocao maior eu senti ao me dirigir ao encontro com Paulo Co-
elho no Neichel Restaurant (Calle Beltran/Calle Rozpide, 1-5, tel. +34
93/203-8408, neichel.es). Membro da luxuosa rede Relais & Chateaux,
o restaurante serve uma comida mediterranea maravilhosa em uma
propriedade no bairro residencial de Pedralbes. No carro, com a cabeca
na lua - ou melhor, no Mago -, notei que havia esquecido a carteira. Fiz
o taxista voltar ao hotel e acabei me atrasando. Quando, enfim, desci
do taxi, minhas pernas tremiam. Mas bastou acessar a area externa do
Neichel para entrar em um clima mégico, entre convidados vindos de
Crodacia, Itdlia, México, Colémbia, Uruguai e Espanha.

Fui bem recebida por todos - da esposa de Paulo, Christina Oitici
ca, 4 sua agente, Monica Antunes —, e logo estava com uma taca de
cava na mao, petiscando deliciosas tapas. Antes de sermos conduzi-
dos a sala reservada para o jantar, conversei com Paulo e pedi que
autografasse meu exemplar de Brida, de 1995. Parecia um sonho. A
mesa, além do menu personalizado, de dar agua na boca, ganhei da
editora Planeta uma edicao de O Aleph. Cada um contou um pouco
da sua histéria e, ao longo de varios pratos e quatro tipos de vinho,
compartilhamos o encantamento por estar vivendo aquele momen-
to. Jamais vou me esquecer do prazer de conhecer Paulo Coelho no
feriado de Sant Jordi em Barcelona. E espero que o universo me
permita encontra-lo novamente um dia.

d'Espanya, the old city and the Sagrada Familia Church. Shopping?
| found everything at El Corte Inglés. But nothing was more
surprising than visiting La Rambla on the 23" of April,

We were there on the feast day of Sant Jordi, or Saint George,
the patron saint of Catalonia and writers in general. People of all
ages and backgrounds qather in the streets, especially the most
famous one, La Rambla, among the many book and rose vendors.
According to Catalonian tradition, on this day, which is considered
International Book Day, men present their beloved with a red rose
and they receive a book in return. It was exciting to see the city alive
with culture, passing the value of reading on to new generations.

But I was even maore excited on the ride to my meeting with Paulo
Coelho at the Neichel Restaurant (Calle Beltrdan/Calle Rézpide, 1-5,
tel. +34 93/203-8408, neichel.es). A member of the luxury Relais &
Chateaux chain, the restaurant serves wonderful Mediterranean
food on an estate in the residential neighborhood of Pedralbes. In
the car, with my head in the clouds, I noticed that | had forgotten
my wallet. | made the cabbie go back to the hotel and I ended up
getting there late. When I finally got out of the taxi, my legs were
trembling. All | had to do was step into Neichel's outdoor area to
enter a magical setting, among invited quests from Croatia, Italy,
Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay and Spain.

| was warmly welcomed by all - from Paulos wife Christina
Oiticica to his agent Monica Antunes -, and right away I had a glass
of cava in hand and started snacking on some delicious tapas. Before
we were led to the dining room, I chatted with Paulo and asked him
to autograph my copy of his 1995 book Brida. It seemed like a dream.
Seated at the table, enjoying a mouth-watering personalized menu, |
received a complimentary copy of Aleph courtesy of the publishing
house Planeta, Everyone told a little about themselves and, over
various dishes and four types of wine, we shared the enchantment
of that moment. I will never forget the pleasure of meeting Paulo
Coelho on the feast day of Sant Jordi in Barcelona. And | hope that

*A brasiliense Karine Martins gostou tanto de Barcelona que vai voltar em 2013 - dessa vez, com o marido, para ver o GP de Formula 1
*Brasilia native Karine Martins liked Barcelona so much that she’s going back in 2013 — this time with her husband to watch the Formula 1 Grand Prix
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